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Advance in Ocean Satellite Radar
Altimetry Technology

XU Ke JIANG Maofei

(National Space Science Center, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190)

Abstract Radar altimeter is an active microwave remote sensor, which is able to provide global Sea
Surface Height (SSH), Significant Wave Height (SWH) and sea surface wind speed measurements. Radar
altimetry data can be further used for study of ocean dynamics, sea surface topography, marine gravity
anomalies, seafloor topography, global and regional sea level changes, etc. After decades of development,
satellite radar altimetry has made great progress, from instrument design, data processing to application.
Up to now, more than 20 radar altimetry satellites have been launched in the world. Radar altimetry da-
ta can be used not only for oceanographic research, but also widely used for inland water level changes,
sea ice thickness changes, glacier mass balance and abnormal climate impacts. This paper mainly ana-
lyzes the basic principles, current development status and typical applications of satellite radar altime-
try technology, and presents the prospects for future development.
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S, RIVEE Mg B
h=H—R. (2)
FED B e, Ak e BT AR o kit R
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SN TS ki ) AR R o AN [ Y O R I ik e
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2%, I HAabFP e T - KU ) 55 ek ) BN 3R 85
WRGHEMRZE . R, 8 ETHEAAER AR
WA B 1A T EA T R s, TR R
Pyt T ) S P i B R R

I

R=R+> AR, (3)
Hod, AR, 45N B iR 25 M 1IE T, n AW IET0 A48
T T J B4 T e Ay

h=H-R=H-R-)Y AR, (4)
=1

T A i BE TR A F2 2 = Fh. 55— P2
ok i BRAZ T 75 15 15 B2 11 (Pulse Limited Radar Al-
timeter, PLR altimeter), LA T/P, Jason, HY-2 T2
AR O AR A AL AR A T A = EE T (Syn-
thetic Aperture Radar Altimeter, SAR altimeter),
L) Sentinel-3 # Sentinel-6 & %5 0T, &5 =Fp 2
oo NI Mg Aol =5 B 3 (Width Swath Ocean Altimeter,

WSOA), L SWOT DEZMtFE,

2 SN TR EBORA AR

2.1 FHAEREHBSETHLE

19734F 5 H 14 H, SEEEZM = ALK F (Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration, NASA)
KT Skylab %5 [A]35h, TR HE & B 425 km, $LiE
fBiff 50°, Skylab b8 keI S-193 {5
EEAERE S, TAEWRLE 13.9 GHz, EZ HAR
S S IR TR Z 0T Ik v 37 1 52 W 135 5., LA S B ik
e BE TR AT AT 1 R I i T OB RO RE ) o R IR
15 BE TSR 100 ns kb 58 BE, 4580 T 15 m 94 B
M EAEIE N 1w A BT R S |
A KK o T ORI i B AR S-193 Rk RS
T HBETEARPE Bois 47, (H 2 i Skylab i & UESE
TR IR FETE AT UL R I R b K I T PRI
fE (51 AT UYL S 32 2198 ), [R] i Skylab ik B
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Table 1 Past and current radar altimetry mission characteristics

PEAK APF i ) R X St /4 R ] Ik E T BB R /km
Skylab FEH 1973/1974 Kuift B ik BTt 425
Geos-3 eS| 1975/1979 Kuiff Brdis m et 840
Seasat B 1978/1978 Kulf Bt ik m it 800
Ceosat FEH 1985,/1990 Kuift B ik BTt 800
ERS-1 el 1991,/2000 Kuiff Brdis m et 785
T/P EQEyENE| 1992/2006 KufCH B A T 1336
ERS-2 W 1995/2011 Kullf Bri ik m et 785
GFO e 1998/2008 Kuiff Brdis m et 800
SZ-4 EHIES| 2002,/2003 Kulf Bt ik m it 340
Jason-1 K 2001/2013 KuMICH B &Rk 1336
ENVISAT el 2002/2012 KuMISH BRIk BT 800
Jason-2 K L E 2008,/2019 KuflC Bk m BT 1336
CryoSat-2 _— 2010/~ Ku?ﬁ?iﬁiﬁ%fﬁﬁ(fgﬂw, SAR, InSARA! 117
HY-2A Hr 2011,/2022 KuMCH Bk T 971
SARAL ENRE /3 2013/ — Kailf Br&R ik T 800
Jason-3 FH/1EE 2016/ — KuMCH B ik e i 1336
Sentinel-3 A el 2016/ — KuflC BERR A BE T (I A AL AR L) 815
TG-2 i 2016/2019 Kull Be b ik m Bt 378
HY-2B LS| 2018/ — KufCH B ke Bt 971
Sentinel-3 B el 2018/ — KuflC BER A BE T T (I A AL AR L) 815
HY-2C i 2020/ — KufCil Bk m BTt 957
Sentinel-6 A L elIVESE| 2020/ — KuMC B ik i T PR A AL AR ) 1336
HY-2D ] 2021/ — KuRIC B ik BT 957
SWOT [ /R 2022/ — Ki%ﬁcig%f@ﬁsi%}; " 890

¥ R BRR A FAERETTIRE

T S BAT SRR A A SRR R T, N e SR
RIS RAI T 122 52 S A B AR <

1975 4E 4 H 9 H, RETFAUR A S TH—MELT]
FH T w25 B P M TLRS, B HBBR 5y 2 St 10
£ GEOS-3, %2 TR T FHikm Eih. WOt R 5
MBS bR %% . GEOS-3 118 Ay 42 17 K B
KE] 2 m, % TR PUIE S BN 840 km, BUIE A
115°, BAEPUERMEL MR 23 K. ZAA6ERE 1Y
B, GEOS-3 HiEfTT 344 1680 h A% K5
FUULI, B F 1978 4F 12 HE545H . 5 Skylab /&
FETHA L, GEOS-3 W45 7 AR A T 15 2 B Rk
HE, GRS BE R o R A IR KA &, (A R T

HE— 2L GE, 2R SRR A K m . GEOS-
3 T3 e B A A BRIV T 1 RS ANt R K
LI ) oA U oA b /K v T A T4 75 P2, 534k
ARSI T 75 8 v A ol e 94 vkt i A% 2 A 2
(A o

1978 4F 6 H 28 H, JE[E NASA &t T2
Seasat, 4kZE T X 4 BRI EE LI AT 55 . Seasat T3
ELHE R 800 km, FLEMIA K 108°, T ABIE M
BEEMAN 17 K, 7TEPKESEH AR [, Seasat 1A
R T &R RHER, M5 B s Bl A T
AR, RARHE R TR ERE . 7E Seasat ¥itr, 1
JNT Il SRR B, RAEE R R 3.125 ns. AR
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T YR T A IR PR A Y PEBR | Bl IRR XU
FIFH Seasat Ml = Zdi s il (TR HOE , BH# 50T LU
FEMFHEN I FAAE A . Seasat Biib 7R T HbBR
TIG R R HLTE TR 2., FREN T /INRUEE Hiu e X 37 1)
YR, GEOS-3 1 Seasat TLAL i B Dy S, WESL T
T A 1o R 0 T R 7R 135 LU
BRYY B Ry T B E RV .

1985 4F 3 7 12 H, L1y S [R8E ZE 0T ] ) R
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& TR Geosat & BT . Geosat T 5 B i £
N 108°, BB N 800 km, % AR EH AR
FETE T ARSI 3R 13.5 GHz, T 1 /= B kS B 240
10 cmo Geosat AR EZ B THRALEREE . &
G HERAIREE T, T TR IR T R b K T
TR, B 2 25 th T A Geosat 1A T ik i 2T
SR ERIGICHIE . R, Geosat = BT &
2 B S B AR UK Rl . vk BT st i DL K 58
AR B PR T A AR s A A, RS — MR

= Je
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A schematic of the satellite radar altimetry measurement
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Ocean seafloor map created from the Geosat altimetric data
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1992 4F 8 H 10 H, [E NASA Flik [ [E 5 2 1]
i5EHuLs (Centre National d’ Etudes Spatiales, CNES)
A AEWFE ) Topex/Poseidon (T/P) & & 4 i,
% LB Y 1336 km, PLEMIHA R 66°, Pl &
SRR 10 K., T/P DA M43 46 W& 3 FiR,
PR S THERREEI: —HEHERE NASA
AIF ] (4 XI5 Topex 75 15 5 B F, T /E7E Ku I Bt
(13.575 GHz) f1 C % Bt (5.4 GHz); 5 — & 2% H
CNES fiff il iy 545 [ 25 B 34 &1 BE 11 Poseidon-1, TAF
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E5E MR R, HAUER S8 E 2 iR, 54b
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T/P DR T =MiB (17.0, 21.0 F1 37.0 GHz) 1%
PR SIT (Topex Microwave Radiometer, TMR),
TALERARZ SRR BRI ER . T/P LR H IR
T EEREN RS (Global Positioning System, GPS)
2 # I i EBE 2 R 48 (Doppler Orbitograph
and Radio Positioning Integrated by Satellite,
DORIS), ffi 15 T/P T A& (9 4% [a) BLiE K JE ik ) T
3~4 em™,

T/P LA B 52 F AR 2 LI T8 35 B 3 S HE X <
BB AIVE L, I At Il £ DA K 3t R4 IR O
AT SRR S . T/P LRI 10 R— A EE
S EA R L 4 R Bl 1 e HJE (Dynamic Ocean Topo-
graphy, DOT); T/P L& i H T 2 4 BRVE i A8 1,
B SE PR R AR AR AR R E ], IS (%7 | TR
SRS R, 200249 A 15 H, T/P DA MM
R PRI o 32, BT A T R 30 M TR B3 ) v ] A2
b, T/P BEMPIHEAR Jason-1 B,

2001 4 12 A T/P D EM G2 DA Jason-1 &
SR, Jason-1 TLA tH NASA Al CNES 4 1E 52 it
HFHEBCLIZITT 948 T/P LA, dkZxt 21k
YV T A T A T A S, [ Ag A BRI R AR AL
ot 7 AR A I ) ) &t o 181 4 45 1 T Jason-
1 DR AT, Jason-1 TR H FEARE (FLiE . X
. WLIKS ESE) 5 T/P HEA—E, Hiv Poseidon-2
e BETE XU 25 F ik v BT, B CNES #Fl, TAR
WK 13.575 GHz (Ku JB¢) 1 5.3 GHz (C JE),
AT R RAE, FUXERSEnR 3 s . KIER
SHET A T /R4 R 2 187, 23.8, 34.0 GHz. ML T
T/P TA, Jason-1 TEFEE T HBARKF-HKE K-

%2 Topex EETEITIHESH

Table 2  Specification of the Topex radar altimeter
24 e
R /GHz 13.575 (Ku), 5.3 (C)
Jikoh E G AR /Ha 4200 (Ku), 1220 (C)
Jik i SEEE /s 102.4 (Ku), 102.4 8 32 (C)
M55 /MHz 320 (Ku), 320 2% 100 (C)
RE HAR /m 1.5
REH LR /() 1.1 (Ku), 2.7 (C)
Bk kg 230
ike/W 237




wOT A EFEEF AN GHAGLR

R R GPS #1001, DORIS #USALLL ROt I
S, T ARICE R BRS %98 . Jason-1 TLE R
AT e 5 0 K B AR B 4 em, A3 10 K B AT S8 4 Bk
95% Tk s I T FA A o 4 )

Jason-2 J& Topex/Poseidon I Jason-1 Y J&F 4L
DA, F B T T HE LI, PR et B Ay v
R HIZALS5 (Ocean Surface Topography Mission,
OSTM), Jason-2 TLE T 2008 4F 6 H 20 H & 4t, th
CNES. NASA ., Bt AR TR ZHZ! (European
Organisation for the Exploitation of Meteorological
Satellites, EUMETSAT) LA K NOAA ZEHLA B4 5L
Jii. Horp Poseidon-3 & H CNES #2244, 5 Posei-
don-2 FEARHAE—Z, (HI2 XS AW DA,
SR G R B o e T RN VKA, Jason-2 # BE TR
THRREEE D, Jason-2 T EMHLIERITYS T/P
Hl Jason-1 T A AH A, H: 3222 H A J2 55 90 JH K 96 T8
o S BRI, SR TR o P B UG R 28 ¥~ T 1) 22 Ak

.| DORIS receiver

a'\ JMR: radiometer

POSEIDON2:

/ NS
2 ™
altimeter

Kl 4  Jason-1 [ EZfi/04h
Fig. 4

Instrument allocations on

the Jason-1 spacecraft

Jan. 4 1999
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B, S R TR A W A5 B R 2 A i, % T
B ARAR I Sk BT 35 2.5~3.4 em™, B 54T
3SR T /P A Jason-2 T 75 35 v B HH 00 2] f1
1997—1999 4EF1 2015—2017 4EJE/R it F 4.

Jason-3 I &2 i CNES, NASA, EUMETSAT
I NOAA F:[FHHH], T 2016 4F 1 A 17 H &4, L&
MU B 1336 km, BUIE R 66°, B 85 R
J 10 K. Jason-31E N T/P, Jason-1 J& Jason-2 T3
BWEEL TR, Mt 5 H 30, 8L, mks
FUAH [F) 7 55 70 B A LI 45 8% . Jason-3 TR LMET
4 cm FORE BERRIN 4 2RV D5 B2, H BRI VE IR
Ui AR AR LT, B 6 g5 TR T/P,
Jason-1, Jason-2 F Jason-3 T3 & Il &5 0451521 119 4
BRI AR A, P 7 25 TR P 2 U TR I 5 KO
EEILIR = ez et Mgy Eil

ERS-1 &Mt 23 [H] )5 (European Space Agency,
ESA) % 5 A9 %5 — Wb ER WL T A, T 1991 4F 7 H
17 H R FHE A BA R E, B s R 785 km, $

% 3 Poseidon-2 FEFEIHUEZSH

Table 3 Poseidon-2 radar altimeter parameters

e SR
KGR | GHz 13.575 (Ku), 5.3 (C)
[k E AR %/ He 2060 interlaced
(3 Ku-1 C-3 Ku-band)
ik SEEE /s 105.6
H9E/MHz 320 (Ku, C)
REEHA /m 1.2
REPHRICE /() 1.28 (Ku), 3.4 (C)
Bt [kg 70
ke /W 78

Jan. 52017

Jason-2 2015-2017

Kl 5 FIH T/P TLAA Jason-2 TUR R IAEBETHIRINEAY 1997 —1999 4FH1 2015 —2017 4FJE/RJe il FH:

Fig. 5

El Nifio events detected using the T/P and Jason-2 radar altimeters in 1997—1999 and 2015—2017
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TR M 98.5°, ERS-1 T 4577 20 A W &l 8 FFw,
ERS-1 #5771 75 ik = 11 (RAL: Radar Altimeterl)
B I R KR IR | R 13 DA S b vk
K, HALER A S 5036 4 s, ERS-1 DA E
TR SLR A7 HU38 Bl 1, T T i R R R
10 cm. ERS-1 DR EZAMES BB, 00l hEHE
JARA 3 K 35 KA1 168 K KHM EAT 55, 3 KA
ST EEH TR, 35 KAH MBS T
TREFEULIN , 168 K Y 5 &2 #0038 A 55 U T R U &

h T PR UE B Y % 22 PE, ESA T 1995 4F 4 A
21 HESF T ERS-1 DEMJFZ: LA ERS-2, ERS-2
HUE R 785 km, FUAMA S 98.5°, HLETEE H
35 Ko 1% TR T BAT 500 AT Bk w455
SR X KRN 5 (R ORI, L0 X 3l A 15 R A« JEA A
DA% M BR 2 T, I T T W UK S B B L AR
9 25 T FI ] ERS-1/2 TUR 75 ik B Sl B
BRI B, ERS-2 5 ik 5 B S A
2405 ERS-1 & 1T—38, ERS-2 1 ERS-1 &4 H
WA A AN 4 47, PR SEE T IR — B if A
SR, S Bl VL VKOV TR T kA

Envisat J& T ERS-1/2 5 22 T A2, 1 ESA #i
W, &5 20024 3 A 1 B, EER T HREE T,

M2 tidal constituent
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RS AR ARG, AT 55 X bR S Bk
FMPEATM . Envisat HiE 5 ERS-2 ML, #HLid A
764~825 km K FAR A HLIE, PUBEMHA N 98.5°%, ia
FTEE WA 35 K, SLhrib i HLlk S5 AR PR 22 (4 55
7 1 km LURPY, Envisat T2 2k 50 an&l 10 if

— AVISO/CNES: trend=3.15 mm-a™!
~ CSIRO: trend=3.03 mm-a”'
University of Colorado: trend=3.23 mm-a™'
SL.cci/ESA: trend=3.07 mm-a™
— NASA/GSFC: trend=3.29 mm-a™'
— NOAA: trend=3.22 mm-a’'
— Averaged solution: trend=3.20 mm-a’!
--- Averaged solution (no TPA correction): trend=3.46 mm-a !

Global mean sea level / cm

1993 1998 2003 2008 2013 2018
Year
K6 BA T/P, Jason-1, Jason-2 Fll Jason-3 LA
RS 2 ki T AR L
Fig. 6 Measuring global sea level rise derived from the

Jason-1, Jason-2 and Jason-3 satellite altimetry data
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K 7 BLA T/P, Jason-1, Jason-2 Fl Jason-3 55 T3 2 M s A4 A5 20 A8 A R VAR 38 14 A7

Fig. 7

Global ocean tide model obtained by combining T /P, Jason-1, Jason-2, and Jason-3 satellite altimeter data
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7N, Bofr 2 S ZUE Ik BT (RA2: Radar
Altimeter2). 34 I #8 5% i1 (Microwave Radiometer,
MWR). DORIS £%. LRA £%, Hif RA-2 FHik
FEETH AR SRR 5 s

% H CNES HMIEDEE =S [ 2141
Research Organization, ISRO) Bt & B il 19 SAR-
AL TEF 2013 4F 2 [ 25 H &5, HB 75 fi
NP 11 TR, SARAL TLR Y 1 2 R0 Alti-
ka T 15 5 BT, Altika K55 — 6 Ka P BCH 18 5 B
i, L CNES #F i, HAHRS RN 6 fros.

AH T Ku 3B R BT, Ka U B & 08 562
i RBRIER /N, o HER . EORTAN Y T A e
Ty Ka Pl Bt A — 5 Wi 5, 78X 32 A%
2 SEE R

(Indian Space

K 8 ERS-1 DE#HMAH

Fig. 8 ERS-1 spacecraft

&4 RA1FEBEITURESH
Table 4 Specification of the RA-1 instrument

28 SR
R /GHz 13.8 (Ku-band)
Jikr S He 1020
Jok i FERE /s 100
i /MHz 330 (ocean mode)
82.5 (ice mode)
[ R AR REL 64
R EAR /m 1.2
REGWRTERL /(%) 1.3
Fite /kg 96
UiFe /W 134.5
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2.2 BRILREHESETHER

H M 1978 4 Seasat A AR EIFIER 5512

TRk, ik m T (Geosat, ERS-1/2, T/P, GFO,

Envisat, Jason-1/2/3 &) — ELR F ik A7 BR A il i)
TARRE S T 2D T A i B T I RS
FZ3 (8] 53HE32, Raney $& 1 26 T LR AL IE 1Y 238 )
BALFAR, B2 T DU SRS BERUBUELm) 43 985, I INTE
RN E IR -2 3 8 38 & 2 T (Delay/Doppler Radar
Altimeter, DDA)®, F ij [ P bt 3 58 B 2 45 6%
FLA% & 3T (Synthetic Aperture Radar Altimeter,
SAR altimeter).

A 12(a) (b) Fizs, BkohAa BRAR S 75 28 & T
Jikcb A BRI EAR A 2 km A4 BB, ELBEZ Vi if

206

20 25 30 35 40 45 50
Ice thickness / m
K9 A ERS-1 /1 ERS-2 TLAL TR iA S 140
132 i e AR vk 5
Fig. 9  Arctic sea ice thickness derived from
the ERS-1 and ERS-2 radar altimetry data
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Table 5 Specification of the RA-2 instrument
28 ZHE
R /GHz 13.575 (Ku-band)
3.2 (S-band)
Jok i &2 45 %/ H 1795.33 (Ku-band)

448.83 (S-band)
Jok e BE /s 100

5L /MHz 320, 80, 20 (Ku-band)
160 (S-band)
[\l 5 SRAE 5B 128
K HAR /m 1.2
REEWEHR TR /(%) 1.29 (Ku-band), 5.5 (S-band)
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ARG AL T W B IR S T (SAR Interfer-
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THECHE AR L S 5 T S T B R, Bl 15~ 17
Sy T CryoSat-2 $edi et vk 36" | Jbaigvk
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£ 6 AltiKa BESEITSH
Table 6 Key parameters of the AltiKa

radar altimeter

RGHHIE | GHz 35.75
Jikhat 98 /MHz 500
Jok b EET E] /us 110
PRF/kHz 4
[F19% - 45948 / ms 25
[ RA: L 128
R HAE/m 1

Altika altimeter,

Integrated radiometer
pa;;gload il antenna
module

Argos L-band

antenna antenna
S TTC S-band
tar antenna
Sensors -
SSB Tt O
platform™ e
. X-band
ARGOS UHF 4 antenna
antenna
11 SARAL TR#amiirfi
Fig. 11  SARAL spacecraft configuration
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41 (European Organisation for the Exploitation of
Meteorological Satellites, EUMETSAT) 4 21 52 jifi
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HEEE N 27 K, Hrp Sentinel-3 A A& T 2016 4F
2 H 16 H%&H, Sentinel-3 B F 2018 4F 4 A 25 HAH.

Sentinel-3 T & Y 2% faf 73 4ii 41 &1 18 JIr 7K, Sen-
tinel-3 A il Sentinel-3 B TLE##AH T A LI HIA
R (Synthetic Aperture Radar Altimeter, SRAL).
H T B IE LB AR AT R 1 R 25, SRAL Bk
JETTH AR T 5 R RO ], T AR 5300 72 Ku
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Jason-CS (Jason Continuity of Service) X Fi
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21 H &M, Bl 5 Jason R TE—E, Pl E A
1336 km, FLE M K 66°, HLIEEL R K 10 KX, &
ESA, EUMETSAT, NASA, CNES #il NOAA HyI &
1155, Wi Jason-3 J& REMSHRE HEAS ] T A T2 10 5 4K
% 455 Sentinel-6 B /2141 T 2025 4E & 51, Sen-
tinel-6 LA AU ERMf 40 A5 A 19 iR, D2 L##E T
BAEE R EE . XF Sentinel-3 & LIS R
BB B ER TAERE R, Sentinel-6 & FLAR F EH T
VEFETF IR, HE— 254 i 1 D0 e 8, o o 0
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/
Thermal i
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Fl 14  CryoSat-2 D2 #Mmi1H

Fig. 14  CryoSat-2 spacecraft and its instruments
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Fig. 15 Ice elevation model of Greenland derived from

CryoSat-2 radar altimetry data
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Fig. 16

Arctic sea ice thickness derived from the CryoSat-2 altimetry data
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Fig. 17 Arctic sea level anomaly and geotrophic current derived from the CryoSat-2 radar altimetry data
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® 7 KaRIN BXTFHNSH
Table 7 Main parameters of KaRIN

ZH ZHUE
KHHE /GHz 35.75
K5 5E /MHz, 200
R BKINGERE /s 4.5
PRF/Hz 2 x 4420 (Average)
VAR I3 /W 1500
LRI /m 10 - =2 m m
FERA /m . <1.2 1.2~3.53.5~11.4 11.4~52 >52
U VIE V'V (] i) FIELEL (2 4] i) 22 SWOT T S £ 21 BTz 30 in i 75 2 1]
(28 B 2 I AR T 093 )

125.5°W 124.5°W 123.5°W 122.5°W Fig. 22 SWOT interferometric altimeter captured the

Yukon River in Alaska (The red image

showing the Yukon River and nearby lakes)

41°N | ¥ o
# Eureka Shagﬁ'
lake

Sea surface height anomaly / cm

; . Ll
125.5°W 124.5°W 123.5°W 122.5°W

K21 A SWOT A e SR B i 48 JE T2

T R T T 1 P S Kl 23 SZ-4 W HSMIGER S
Fig. 21  Sea surface height anomalies along the Fig. 23 SZ-4 multimodal microwave remote sensor

northern coast of California measured by the SWOT

interferometric altimeter

PR, A AR T XS . IR MR TR L ¥ B X
e FV %7 S5 00 10 T B S0, AR O Vg DL TR,
o R E R RS, AR AT SR
DA -

B2 B I 5K 2 B RE A D R T HY-
2A/B/C/D WA BERHARETT. HY-2 DR
P BE T — RO K A BR A 7 3k B, 200 T
FE7E Ku W BEA C B, 0433 13.58 Gz 24 HY-24DE
1 5.25 Hz, {2 54555 % 320 MHz. % KA T Fig. 24  Photo of the HY-2A spacecraft
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Fig. 25  El Nino events detected using the HY-2A altimeter data in 2015—2016
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B Rl
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TR, &R, BRI ERE T . HY-2B 2
0T HY-2A #iE, %Eﬂﬁﬁaﬁ 99°, & & J& i h
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R T, HY-2 0 W A% ) B A T 100 k™, 35
PN E PR X 34 TR 435 3 i S &
K EETE, 76 HY-2A B FETTH A BEal [ 1 i
FERYENSH, AR RS RN 0.1 mm, KARARE T

e . HY-2B/C/D & B RS BERS B 4
F 2 cm, PRI EE AL XAFHEET 5 cm, XFh
(4T T 1 FERS BER TF 3.4 e VB VE 5 B AL
Kt ) 12 B T IR TAR . R R e T
5" R e s ) L vk imlkaE R vk R
i 3 P S T EIESE o 1R 27~30 4R B T i

R 8 HY-2A DETAFEIHUSEEM4IEIR

Table 8 Main parameters of the HY-2A
radar altimeter
2 T PFE R
TAESR /GHz 13.58,5.25
R SEEE /s 102.4
LRPEVIIIE 5 5 /MHz 320/80,/20
KSR /W 10(Kuif Bt), 20(ClsBt)
Kullknh 8 2 A% /kHz 2.3
RE 42 /m 1.3 (Kul BeAnCieBe
I —RIRL)
EIIRPRTEEE /(%) 1.2 (Kul BO) M 3.2 (CUEL)
Wb Tr = LRPEFRAL
KLk M35 /dBi 42 (KullgBy), 32 (CIEEY)
AGCHATEE /dB 60
Hdi / (kbit-s ') 240
i ke 110
Uike /W 170

" 60°E 120°E 180°W 120°W  60°W
i
-0.25 —0.15 -0.05 0.05 0.15 0.25
Sea level anomaly / m

B 27 HY-2B I A I T e
12 7 10—24 H)

Sea level anomalies obtained from HY-2B

(2018 4F

Fig. 27
measurements (10—24 December 2018)
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Fig. 30  Application of HY-2B/C/D altimetry data in mesoscale eddies monitoring
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ZH Sl JE g O PR 32 FIAL 33 45 T TG-2 FE N 5 1
TAES%R /GHz 13.58 (KujicBy), 5.41 (CIEE) T BT A 6 T g N A ) S R R B
ARG /s 51.2 o2
LMV 5 5/ MHz 320 °
RATUE(ET)Z /W 10(Kuiz B, 20(CHEEL)
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) T Ui 2016 4F & 51 1Y Sentinel-3A Frii & H A&
AL AR 1 ez I, J R e kb
A BRI = B T 2022 4R & S SWOT bRk A
DU HE T S ) 0 A

HE 2002 4F & BT SZ-4 6 22 AR S T 3 JK
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v, bR A P E AN S E R AR 2011 —2021 4F

a] s & S HY-2A/B/C/D PO &, bri&i s o E

A T 5 B AR ) R, B K 5 R PR IR] 2 A
R10 TG2ENESETEERFZSH

Table 10 Main parameters of the TG-2
wide swath altimeter

E2 ZHUE
3 TAESZR /GHz 13.58
Shenzhou-11
manned BMENE A 95 / MHz 40
spacecraft Ziﬁ]tlh%{ﬁiﬂﬁ/w 300
et I = 'A%
The two o
antennas AJH/() 1~8
of InIRA fé}%iﬁ‘?%’i/dB 36
FELKE /m 2.3
Ji LI 3B fm 30
PEES ) 3P /m 30~200
Bl 31 TG-2 SOX RS e R B sl AR /lan 379
SLESE T R FEEE /km 35~40
Fig. 31  Location of the TG-2 wide swath altimeter T 5 BEAFX U AR /e 5~10
J1J2+SA+C2 (b) Sea surface height / m
28°N | 55
27°N 50
26°N
45
25°N
40
24°N
35
23°N
y 30
22on B
21°N | 2
A 2
28°N . S . ~— C2 o o )
27°N
26°N |
25°N
24°N
23°N
22°N |
21°N I e

139°E 141°E 143°E 145°E  139°E 141°E

143°E 145°E  139°E 141°E 143°E 145°E

32 TG-2 G X i B TR A5 3 i e oo v S

Fig. 32  Sea surface height measurements derived from the TG-2 interferometric imaging radar altimeter
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